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UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.10 pm]: It is with great 
sadness that we continue to witness the horror of war in Ukraine as the Russian invasion continues. I know that 
members of this house will join me in sending our thoughts and best wishes to the people of Ukraine during this 
extremely difficult and unjust time. 
As the Premier reflected here in February, our thoughts are also with the Western Australian Ukrainian community 
and any Western Australians with relatives in Ukraine. Western Australia is home to more than 700 Ukrainian-born 
people and nearly 3 700 people with Ukrainian ancestry. Many members of our Ukrainian community arrived here 
as refugees in 1948 after being displaced from their homes during World War II. They and their families continue 
to contribute to the growth and development of our state. The current invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces and 
the destruction and chaos it has created is a tragic and emotional reminder for members of the Ukrainian community 
as they revisit the stories of those who escaped from the horrors of war in Europe to the safety of Australia. 
To show our support and solidarity with the people of Ukraine, on 28 February 2022, a number of landmarks around 
Perth lit up in yellow and blue colours. These included Matagarup Bridge, Mount Street Bridge, Sky Ribbon Bridge, 
Joondalup Drive Bridge, Optus Stadium, the City of Perth’s Council House, the WA Police Force headquarters 
building in East Perth, RAC Arena and Elizabeth Quay. On Sunday, 6 March 2022, with other state and federal 
members of Parliament and members of the Consular Corps Western Australia, I attended a vigil organised by the 
Ukrainian Association of Western Australia on the grounds of St Mary’s Cathedral to remember and stand with 
the people of Ukraine and call for an end to the war and the atrocities it brings. Last week, many members gathered 
with members of our Ukrainian community on the steps of Parliament House to show our support for the people 
and the Verkhovna Rada, which is the Parliament of Ukraine.  
The McGowan government stands with the Ukrainian community of Western Australia and joins the Australian 
government in condemning the unprovoked aggression by the Russian government towards the country of Ukraine. 
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